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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

o The Houthi seizure of Perim Island and Yemen's entire Red Sea coast,
combined with the Iragi-territory drone strike on Saudi Arabia's East-West
pipeline, constitutes a coordinated Iran-aligned pressure campaign against Gulf
hydrocarbon infrastructure that has converted the Bab el-Mandeb into a second
chokepoint alongside Hormuz. This is the single most consequential threat vector of
the reporting period, with direct implications for global energy pricing and US
force posture in CENTCOM AOR.

. The most significant actor movement is the Modi-Xi-Putin trilateral optics
at the BRICS New Delhi Summit, coupled with BRICS's coordinated messaging on "West
Asia restraint." *Analytic judgment:* this represents a deliberate multipolar
signalling effort to position BRICS as an alternative mediator on Iran-Israel-Gulf
tensions at a moment when Washington is perceived by regional partners (per
reporting on Trump "stiffing" a major ally) as an unreliable security guarantor.

o Highest-confidence prediction: Anthropic's disclosure that Claude was used
by Russian state-sponsored actors to rebuild malware post-detection, and separately
for missile-project support and extraction of secrets from 18M Android apps,
confirms that frontier LLMs have crossed the threshold from productivity tool to



operational cyber weapon. Expect at least one additional major vendor disclosure of

state-actor LLM abuse within 30 days.

. Emerging signal of greatest concern: the reported Al-Qaeda video
featuring Hamza bin Laden — if authenticated — arrives on the 25th anniversary of
9/11 and coincides with declassified CIA PDBs on pre-9/11 warnings. This creates a
narrative and operational opening for AQ-core revival messaging that Western CT

services have not treated as a first-order threat in five years.

STRATEGIC SYNTHESIS

1. Converging Threats. Four developments this week are causally linked and mutually
reinforcing. First, the Houthi ground offensive at Mokha and seizure of Perim Island
(Bab el-Mandeb) occurred within 72 hours of the drone strike on Saudi Arabia's East-
West pipeline launched from Iraqi soil. Both actions target Saudi energy egress — the
pipeline was specifically built to bypass Hormuz, and Bab el-Mandeb is the Red Sea
alternative. *Analytic judgment (HIGH confidence):* this 1is not coincidence but a
coordinated Iran-aligned squeeze designed to eliminate Riyadh's chokepoint-bypass
options simultaneously. Second, the IDF's destruction of the Ali al-Taher Hezbollah
tunnel complex with 1,100 tons of explosives, and the postponement of Israel-Lebanon
talks, signals that the northern front is re-heating in parallel — dispersing Iranian
proxy pressure across three theatres (Yemen, 1Iraq, Lebanon) concurrently. Third,
Anthropic's disclosures on Russian and Chinese-nexus abuse of Claude for malware
reconstitution and espionage demonstrate that the cyber domain is now being used to
sustain kinetic campaigns that would otherwise degrade under Western sanctions and
detection pressure — most notably the "Anthropic AI joined the Ukraine war" reporting

on Russian Shahed navigation upgrades to defeat EW.

2. Shared Actors & Infrastructure. Iran is operating across all four domains this
reporting period: (a) proxy kinetic operations via Houthis and Iraqi Shia militias;
(b) national-security signalling through the Hormuz/Bab el-Mandeb dual-chokepoint
threat; (c) *analytic judgment (MODERATE)* — 1likely intelligence-enabling role in
target selection for the East-West pipeline strike given the precision and range; and
(d) indirect benefit from Russian LLM-enabled cyber operations that occupy Western
attention. Russia is operating in cyber (Claude abuse, Shahed EW-defeat upgrades) and
information domains (the symbolic gifting of a Grand Prince's hand to Russian soldiers
reflects a deliberate sacralisation of the Ukraine war — a mobilisation-sustainment
signal). The Houthi-Iraqi militia-Hezbollah axis 1is now demonstrating time-

synchronised operational tempo, which was not the pattern in 2024-2025.
3. Compound Risk Scenarios.

e Rank 1 (probability MODERATE, impact HIGH): Dual-chokepoint closure event. If the
Houthis close or credibly threaten Bab el-Mandeb transit within 30 days while Iraqgi
militias execute a second successful strike on Saudi east-west infrastructure,
Riyadh will face binary pressure to either accept Iranian terms or request direct
US kinetic intervention. Reporting that Trump has "stiffed" Saudi Arabia and that
Riyadh is formally requesting US assistance while "precautionarily" halting the
pipeline indicates this scenario is already partially materialising.



e Rank 2 (probability MODERATE-LOW, impact HIGH): AI-enabled cyber operation against
Gulf energy SCADA. The convergence of demonstrated LLM abuse for malware
reconstitution (Russia) and secret extraction from Android app ecosystems (China-
nexus) with an active Iran-aligned campaign against Gulf hydrocarbon infrastructure
creates a plausible vector for an AI-accelerated intrusion into Saudi Aramco or
ADNOC OT networks. No indicator of this yet, but the capability and intent vectors

have converged.

4. Strategic Blind Spots. The intelligence community is likely underweighting the AQ-
core resurgence signal. The Hamza bin Laden video, the 25th-anniversary
declassifications, Pakistan's UN warning on "evolving terror threat," and continued
Afghan-territory ungoverned space have not been synthesised. The prevailing assumption
— that AQ-core is a spent force replaced by ISIS-K — should be actively challenged. A
second assumption warranting challenge: that BRICS mediation offers on West Asia are
performative. The New Delhi consensus language on "maximum restraint" is more
operationally specific than prior BRICS communiqués and coincides with a US
credibility gap in Riyadh; there is analytic space for BRICS-brokered de-escalation

channels to become substantive within 60-90 days.

DOMAIN ASSESSMENTS

CYBERSECURITY

Dominant TTP this week is weaponisation of frontier LLMs by state actors. Confirmed:
Russian state-sponsored operators using Claude to rebuild malware after detection
(adaptive persistence); Claude used to extract secrets from 18M Android apps at scale;
Claude 1leveraged for automated exploitation and data theft across multiple victims.
Additional incidents: OpenAI Agents linked to RubyGems supply-chain attack, Trezor
phishing exploiting the vendor's own email channel (347K customers), Artifactory
chained-flaw backdoor deployment, passkey-themed phishing yielding M365 compromise.
August ransomware nearly doubled month-over-month. Cross-domain flag: Russian LLM
abuse directly supports the Ukraine kinetic campaign (Shahed navigation upgrades);
Anthropic-reported "missile projects" support constitutes a WMD-adjacent enabling

activity.

COUNTER-TERRORISM

Hezbollah tunnel network at Ali al-Taher destroyed by IDF — a major degradation of
southern Lebanon infrastructure but 1likely to trigger retaliatory posture. Al-Qaeda
released video featuring purportedly-alive Hamza bin Laden, timed to 9/11 anniversary.
Pakistan formally urged UN to close gaps against "evolving terror threat" — *analytic
judgment:* this is positioning ahead of expected TTP/ISKP activity. Declassified CIA
PDBs and Clinton-era 1998 bin Laden aviation warnings dominated Western CT media
cycle. Cross-domain flag: Iragi militia drone strike on Saudi pipeline blurs the
CT/state-conflict boundary — this is terrorism financing/logistics being sustained by

state (Iranian) infrastructure.

REGIONAL CONFLICTS

Yemen theatre has escalated qualitatively: Houthis captured Perim Island and

consolidated the Red Sea coast, threatening the Bab el-Mandeb chokepoint. Saudi Arabia



publicly requested US assistance and shut the East-West pipeline. Ukraine-Russia:
Donetsk pressure continues; Zelensky urging immediate US sanctions signals perceived
diplomatic drift. Lebanon: presidential visit south amid IDF strike expectations.
BRICS Summit produced coordinated West Asia messaging. North Korea fired ballistic
missiles as messaging to Trump administration. Flag: the Yemen/Iraq/Lebanon
simultaneity creates opportunity for cyber actors to operate under kinetic-crisis

attention displacement.

NATIONAL SECURITY

Iran-attribution for the pipeline attack made publicly by Trump ("probably
responsible"). Russian Shahed navigation upgrades to defeat Ukrainian EW represent a
capability improvement of strategic significance. Anthropic's claim that Claude was
used in missile-project contexts is the first major public-domain vendor attribution
of LLM wuse for WMD-adjacent activity. Flag: BRICS convening functions as a
geopolitical enabler — providing Iran, Russia, and China diplomatic cover synchronised

with the kinetic pressure campaign.

EMERGING THREATS

e [Cybersecurity] — First public vendor attribution (Anthropic) of frontier-LLM use
in state missile programmes and adaptive malware reconstitution after detection.
Confidence: HIGH. Why it matters now: this crosses a policy threshold that will

force export-control and API-access regulation debates within weeks.

e [Counter-Terrorism] — Al-Qaeda video release featuring purportedly-alive Hamza bin
Laden on the 9/11 25th anniversary. Confidence: MODERATE (authentication pending).
Why it matters now: potential AQ-core rebranding effort against an assumption base
that treats AQ as strategically defeated.

+ [Regional Conflicts] — Houthi transition from maritime harassment to territorial
control of Bab el-Mandeb chokepoint via Perim Island seizure. Confidence: HIGH. Why
it matters now: converts an interdiction threat into a permanent geographic

chokehold, altering Red Sea risk calculus for insurers and shippers.

PREDICTIVE ASSESSMENT - 7 TO 14 DAY OUTLOOK

. — Saudi Arabia will publicly escalate its request for US kinetic or ISR
support against Houthi positions within 14 days. Trigger indicator: Saudi MoD
statement referencing "coalition options" or a second pipeline/oil-facility

incident.

o — At least one additional major AI vendor (OpenAI, Google, or Microsoft)
will publish a state-actor abuse disclosure mirroring Anthropic's format. Trigger

indicator: vendor threat-intelligence blog post naming a nation-state cluster.

. — Israel will conduct a second major kinetic strike inside southern
Lebanon against Hezbollah infrastructure within 10 days. Trigger indicator: IDF
Northern Command mobilisation reporting or evacuation orders in southern Lebanese

villages.



— Iraqi government will face US ultimatum regarding militia drone
launches from its territory. Trigger indicator: State Department or CENTCOM public
statement naming Kata'ib Hezbollah or Asa'ib Ah1l al-Haq.

— BRICS members (India or UAE-adjacent channels) will float a specific
Iran-Saudi-Yemen de-escalation proposal. Trigger indicator: MEA or Chinese MFA
readout referencing "Gulf security architecture."

[LOW-MODERATE] — Ransomware operator will publicly claim use of LLM-generated
payloads against a Fortune 500 target. Trigger indicator: leak-site post
referencing "AI-assisted" tooling or an incident-response firm confirming LLM-

generated code artefacts.




KEY ACTORS & ENTITIES
CROSS-DOMAIN CURRENT THREAT
ACTOR TYPE PRIMARY DOMAIN
ACTIVITY POSTURE TRAJECTORY
Iran (IRGC- State Regional Proxy CT, cyber- Coordinated 1
QF) Conflicts adjacent, multi-front
energy-infra pressure on
targeting Gulf
Houthis Non-state Regional Maritime offensive; 1
(Ansar (proxy) Conflicts terrorism, territorial
Allah) chokepoint expansion
control phase
Hezbollah Non-state Counter- Regional Degraded but 1
(proxy) Terrorism conflict, re-arming;
tunnel/rocket retaliatory
infrastructure posture likely
Iraqi Shia Non-state Counter- Cross-border Active kinetic 1
Militias (proxy) Terrorism drone strikes on operations
(KH/AAH) state energy
infra
Russian State Cybersecurity Kinetic Ukraine Adaptive; 1
Federation ops, LLM-enabled leveraging AI
(GRU/SVR) malware, info for
ops persistence
PRC (MSS- State Cybersecurity Android supply- Persistent; 1
linked) chain expanding LLM-
exploitation, enabled TTPs
BRICS diplomacy
Saudi Arabia State National Energy infra Defensive; I (posture
Security defence, US- seeking stress)
dependency security
dilemma guarantors
Israel (IDF) State Counter- Northern-front offensive 1
Terrorism / kinetic, against
Regional southern Gaza Hezbollah
Conflicts posture infra
Al-Qaeda Non-state Counter- Ideological Signalling - (early
Core Terrorism messaging, revival 1)
potential
resurgence
BRICS (Modi- Multilateral National Diplomatic Coordinated 1
Xi-Putin Security counterweight, messaging
trilateral) West Asia phase
mediation
Anthropic / Private Cybersecurity Threat intel Increasing -
Frontier AI disclosure; transparency
Vendors unwilling

enabler



CROSS-DOMAIN CURRENT THREAT

ACTOR TYPE PRIMARY DOMAIN
ACTIVITY POSTURE TRAJECTORY
DPRK State National Missile Provocation =
Security signalling to US posture

*End of Assessment. Analyst note: dual-chokepoint scenario and AQ-core resurgence
signal warrant priority collection tasking in the next reporting cycle.*
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